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In attendance: Council members Bert Alvaro, Karen Cleveland, Marcia DeCaro, Don Fitzgerald (presiding), Charlie Heiserman, Laural Kozacek, Audrey Maederer, Jerry Rhodes, Pastor Rick Jaech. Also attending: Chuck Woods.
Devotions: Don F. spoke on Esther 8:1-17 from The Word in Season. Where is the Esther who will protect the children today? 
Minutes: Minutes from the March meeting were reviewed, corrected and approved.

Treasurer’s Report: Chuck presented the financial report from March. March ended the nine-month trend of not meeting budget forecasts for contributions, with $467 contributions over budget. Total income, including other sources, was $518 over budget, while spending was $149 below budget. However, the budget was developed assuming a deficit of $4,688, so actual net income was still a deficit: $4,021. Pastor Jaech noted that the late winter months typically are budgeted in deficit, as greater contributions come around Easter and Christmas. Additionally, Easter was late this year and contributions will fall in April. About 500 were in attendance for Easter.

Charlie asked about the line item for maintenance, which was $293 under budget. Don responded that the line item does not include the kitchen repair, for which some items have not been invoiced. Additionally, the repair should come from the dedicated major maintenance fund, which has $8,400. 
Stewardship: Bob Eaton will be recruiting more people to help with the stewardship campaign. Charlie will also be involved, but is stepping back from the chairmanship because he has a new job. Rachel Brocker also has some ideas to give to the committee.
Congregational meeting: Date of June 13 is proposed. A mid-year financial report, promised when adopting the deficit budget, will be presented. 
Exterior cross: Doug Spencer has offered to pay up to $5,000 for a large exterior cross. Fred Hagelstein consulted with a structural engineer who said the roof won’t support a cross, which leaves the lawn or the building as a location. However, the city code only allows one sign on the property, and the cross is considered a sign. So it must be on the building. Don has spoken to the Friends of the Carpenter, which expressed interest in doing the work without charge. Don will walk who will probably do it for free. He will walk around with their shop foreman this week to see the possibilities. Pastor Jaech suggested that the design should be striking, contemporary to complement the building, and of good, long-lasting quality.
Stained ceiling tiles: Charlie will discuss with Don H. about this and other maintenance needs.
Synod Assembly: Marcia DeCaro is going. Our second delegate, by synod rules, must be male. If no council members can attend we will recruit a delegate from the membership.

Online Security: Helene asked about security aspect of volunteers’ names and the time of their volunteer service being posted online. Shannon already deletes the last name, sometimes uses first name and last initial. It’s possible to set up a password-protected section on the Web for a member directory and volunteer schedule. Charlie suggested posting a notice in the newsletter and in the Sunday bulletin asking members if they want their names, phone numbers, and e-mail in a password-protected directory online. There was some discussion about posting updates to the member list once or twice a year.
Committee Reports:
· Photo directory: Sue has asked that committees submit photos of their activities for the directory.

· Worship and Music: A request will be presented to the committee asking them to consider scheduling the early Easter Sunday service one-half hour earlier to ease the congestion between the services. 
· Care Team: No report.
· Building, Charlie. No additional report other than prior discussions.
· Altar Guild, Marcia. Everyone is happy that the cabinets were completed in time for Easter, which went smoothly. Another tray and glasses set is needed for these heavily attended services.
· Outreach, Audrey. Is working on Friendship Sunday. Karen Isley is putting together a direstory of members who do odd jobs. Marcia: expand to professionals.
· Finance, Laural. Laural wants to work with the Stewardship to set more people up with Autopay.
· Peace & Justice. Karen. The group will prepare 100 lunches for free dental clinic this Saturday for the patients, while The Blind Onion will prepare lunch for the volunteers. To attend the free dental clinic, the patients will have to miss a meal at the shelter.

· Human Resources, Jerry. No report. 
· Fellowship, Bert. No report. Members are needed. Don F. noted that BSLC has typically had a fellowship event at the start of Vacation Bible School. This year it will be June 27, one week before the Mexico Mission. Additonal events will be scheduled in July and August and to coincide with the start of Sunday School classes in September. 
· Social Ministries, Don F. The committee did not meet this month. 
Faith Formation Director's Report: Rachel submitted a written report.
Pastor's Report: 
· Pastor Jaech is pleased with Lenten season and Holy Week. There was very good attendance this year. Following the Way of Jesus discussion groups went well on Wednesdays and at adult forums.  There was good attendance on Wednesdays throughout Lent and Holy Week: 120 for Maundy Thursday (including 100 for the Seder meal), about 100 Good Friday, and just under 500 for Easter. Rachel and Pastor Jaech will follow up with the small group discussion leaders. Thanks to the staff, including Jordi and Patrick for “tremendous” vocal and instrumental music.
· Friendship Sunday is April 25.

· May 8 is a first communion class for kids who want to start talking communion. 

· May 9 is Youth Sunday, which Rachel is organizing.

· Stewardship Sunday is May 23.

· June 6 is confirmation Sunday. Nine or 10 youth will be confirmed.

· June 28 Vacation Bible School starts. It runs through July 2. Staff is again from Camp Lutherwood, Cheshire. OR. Rachel and Shannon are organizing, arranging for housing and feeding the staff.

· July 3-9 Mexico Mission. 26 people will go.

· The following week, Rachel will take a group to Camp Lutherwood
· A trip to Holden Village with a multigenerational group is planned for August.
· Rachel is still waiting to see the registration numbers for the new synod camp in Tacoma area. She would like to take a group there if there are enough attendees. A ddecision will be made soon.

.
Closing: Don F. closed with prayer. Meeting adjourned at 9 p.m.
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Submitted by Jerry Rhodes

