Minutes
Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church Council
December 09

	BSLC Council Minutess
	December 8, 2009



	In attendance, council members: Bert Alvaro, Karen Cleveland, Don Fitzgerald (presiding), Don Houck, Laural Kozacek, Audrey Maederer, Sue Nolan, Helene Pihl, Jerry Rhodes, and Pastor Rick Jaech. Also in attendance: Kathy Esparza and Chuck Woods.

	
	


Devotions: Helen spoke on palliative care, and related it to the Psalms, “Make a joyful noise to the Lord.”

Minutes: Minutes from the November meeting were reviewed and approved.
Treasurer’s report: The revenue trend has continued: Income for the month of November was $1,200 below the budgeted forecast. Our total deficit for the month was $5,808. The trend has been identical since June. A financial report on member’s annual contributions will be sent out this month, with a cover letter sharing the church’s financial position. Chuck estimated that we’ll end the year with a deficit of $32,000 to $33,000.
Hand bells: Pastor Jaech presented a request from Worship and Music Committee to purchase another octave of handbells (13 bells). This would be a $6,000 purchase that would be offered as an option for individual giving. There are concerns about whether this would detract from contributions to the regular Sunday offering. Pastor Jaech said there are some folks who like to contribute extra for special projects. The mission endowment fund recently contributed $600 to this project as seed money. Chuck noted that the history of congregational projects like this indicate that the money for the handbells will be raised, and there will be some drop off in the “extra” contributions for the general fund, but not 1-to-1 with the handbell contributions. Approval was unanimous.
“Tapped” presentation: Prior to the meeting, council reviewed the documentary, “Tapped,” about bottled water. The Peace and Justice Committee has asked the council to allow showing of the documentary to the public. Showing will be in the fellowship hall. Laural suggested that the showing should be under the Green Committee, as it is in line with the water education last year. The SW Washington Synod would like congregations to be involved with educational efforts regarding water. A majority of council members criticized the film as inferior, with several flaws. Discussion focused on whether the film will be problematic and a divisive issue, given the film’s weaknesses, lack of evidence-based reporting and bias. Pastor Jaech noted that a part of the church’s ministry can be helping people to educate themselves. Getting a discussion going with multiple viewpoints is an important part of that. Don F. noted that the discussion is timely because Nestle has proposed to locate the first water bottling plant in the Columbia River Gorge. Pastor Jaech proposed that we encourage the people who want to show the film to develop an educational effort that includes more materials and discussion in addition to the film. There was approval of this proposal by consensus.
New business:
· Cross on the church: Audrey brought an inquiry from a church member, Doug Spencer, who would like to see a cross in every room. Also would like to see a large cross on the church building and has pledged $2000 to that effort. Rachel asked that teens’ input be solicited before making changes in their room. Rick will check with an architect to find out if it is structurally possible and develop drawings so we can see what it would look like. Then it will be appropriate to talk about the possibilities of putting up a church. Proposal was unanimously approved.
· Facility insurance:  Audrey asked about looking for insurance that would not have the clause that caused the claim for the damage to the kitchen to be disallowed. Don has contacted a member who is in an insurance broker for a review of our policies. Audrey will be the council’s point person on this investigation.
· Web site: Don F. noted that sermons are being added to the site. Just click on “podcast.” Shannon has figured a way to post only the sermon. We also can prepare CDs of the services for shut-ins. The newsletter is also posted. And committees can have a page.

Committee reports:

· Care Team: Helene reported that Don Brenteson is doing a good job coordinating. The group is adopting a team approach. On a personal note, Helene reported that the team has been wonderful with their visits to her father, Ivar.
· Education: The Education Committee reported that last weekend’s “walk and knock” went very well. 
· Building. A cabinetmaker has been contacted to do the cabinets. The committee has also picked out some vinyl. Costs to the budget is for the kitchen work; The bathroom floor costs will be covered by a donation.  

· Social ministry: Sue reported that the Giving Tree is in place. January’s brown bag Sunday January 3 is for coats. 
· Stewardship: ELCA has a new stewardship program with materials online that is worth checking into.

Pastor’s report:

· Staff meeting. Patrick, Jordi and Rachel met with Pastor Jaech. The discussion focused on the fact that we all take our faith seriously, but it is hard to know what that really means. Marcus Borg’s book on The Way of Jesus noted that for the first 100 years, Jesus’ followers were known as “People of the Way,” and “Christian” was a pejorative. “The Way” was fourfold: People centered in God, filled with God’s grace; with opened eyes; experiencing personal change; and sent to change the world, including souls, society and God’s creation. Leading up to Lent, Beautiful Savior will focus on what it means to be a follower of Jesus. During Lent, people will be asked to commit to investing themselves in following Jesus. Members will be asked to sign up and make a commitment. They will meet as teams—one team for each of the four aspects— to talk together. Lenten sermons will be shortened to give more team time. The purpose will be to really help people to make a conscious decision to take a step to following the way of Jesus and to develop a framework showing that we are all together as a congregation, a “people of the way.” Rachel and Rick are working on retreat and study guides, Patrick and Jordi are working on Sunday services that will help reinforce the effort. 
Faith Formation Director’s report: Rachel submitted a written report (attached).
Meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.
Faith Formation Report
November 2009

Sunday School

· Attendance continues to be low, but constant

· Sunday School Christmas Program rehearsals start November 22nd
· Teacher situation good, background checks are all clear

· Advent Festival November 29
Wednesday Night @ Church

· Attendance very good, steady numbers

· Halloween party was successful, according to the youth

Dinner Club
· Currently in the middle of fall dinners cycle
Middle School
· Lock-in this Friday

High School
· Attending Jesus, Justice, Jazz concert and World Hunger Workshops at Trinity College in Everett this weekend. Nine youth attending.

Young Adult
· Christmas Party, December 12
Regroup
· Continuing with Love and Logic class
Other

· Meeting about retreats/camping/outdoor activities December 13 after church

· Walk and Knock, December 5
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Submitted by Jerry Rhodes

